“The Rabbit Story”
From the Parks Farm in Fairdealing, Missouri


We must go back to the bad storm of December 4, 2002. We received 1.5’ of precip in the form of rain, sleet, ice and snow. The snow mix amount would be about 10” of snow at least. To say it was just a normal storm would be untrue. It left us more snow here at one time than, by our records, any previous snow in 24 years. We have had much more than that in rain many times and on the 12th Ma measured 4” precip in 24 hrs.

 
Having received so much snow does limit our mobility. There was no mail on the 4th and as it was above freezing I warmed up the big tractor and played in the snow on the 5th to make a path around from the barn, to the house and out to the road. By noon I  was ready for a rest break and sat down next to Ma looking out cross country in all that stuff. When Ma thought I had had some rest she told me she had a little problem – the dryer wouldn’t start. That naturally turned into an emergency and down stairs I went. Should I have to say it was a real problem? It wouldn’t start for me either and I smelt a touch of electric fittings by ‘its’ odor. With that the real story came out.

Having pulled the 220V cord away from the wall plug I moved the dryer out part way in the room enough to get behind and disconnect the exhaust vent line. This is what we found. I saw a very plugged vent out the back of the dryer and there was a mess in the exhaust line up the wall to the outside. Close observation quickly exposed a neat handle to clear the trash from the dryer. That turned out to be a “lucky rabbit’s foot”. Not only that, the mess came out with lint but a full grown rabbit was attached to it also. The rest of the storm went routine. The vents were all cleaned and the trash can was turned over for Ma to find my results. U can guess she had a question, “Where did it come from? Simple stupid answer, “I didn’t pull it out of my hat!”


What then transpired was some what down hill. Ma took the mess out to her crematorium and I reclined on the basement stairs to evaluate my options regarding a dryer load of wet clothes. After a few minutes of more rest, I took the panel off the dryer console to have access to the timers and that failing starter switch. Odor I detected seemed isolated to the switches. With that I removed the 2 plug in units and then taped them together to ‘by pass” the starter switch. With the dryer door closed and having plugged the dryer in, I turned the timer just enough to learn that the dryer began to operate. Quickly I shut it off, attached the vent to the dryer and waited for Ma’s cremation task to be done where-with I suggested that she turn the timer on to the cycle timer she used. Not knowing what to expect, she turned the dial for 40 min and as the dryer started we allowed the dryer to dry the clothes as she had scheduled 3-4 hours earlier. What transpired following that exercise can be summarized simply-we put that switch back in place and the dryer has since performed as it has for 20 years.

How did that rabbit get into that dryer through about 16’ of 4” vent hose line? We can only suggest that the full grown rabbit came over the snow below the vent and disclosed the deflector that I had placed to provide “unobstructed” exhausting dryer air. Once started into that 4” line there was only one direction to go-the end. That deflector normally was too close & too high to allow entry. To prevent any reoccurrences a piece of 1” chicken wire is now in place.

Now we must account for each rabbit before the dryer is turned on. That is another problem that I cannot handle. You know the math probability of multiplication when you have 2 or more rabbits.  P 
Note: The starter switch on a dryer has an “intermittent” switch that, when pressed, activates the dryer timer control which takes over the dryer operation. The switch makes temporary contact and automatically reverts to normal pending reuse.   P







Love to all, Uncle Hank & Aunt Dot  

Uncle Hank wanted to share this story with you.  It explains the mysterious note on our Christmas Card: “Count the rabbits before starting dryer!”
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